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Nā Pō Mahina o ‘Ole 
 

Aloha kākou e nā hoa heluhelu o ka ‘ahahui kū i nä welo o 
Kūhiō ē, Me ‘oukou ka welina o ke aloha makamae!  The title 
of this story translates as the ‘Ole Phases and it is precisely 
because of the curiosity about the ‘Ole moon phases that the 
Prince Kūhiō Hawaiian Civic Club’s Ancient Hawaiian Lunar 
Calendar came into its existence.   Aunty Barbara “Bobbee” 
Mills – Diaz was the original creator and format designer of 
the lunar calendar that PKHCC continues to produce. 

Aunty Bobbee lived in Punalu‘u for many years with her then 
husband, Dr. George Mills and their children.  She explains 
that Punalu‘u was an old fishing community when they first 
took up residence there and she would often enjoy talking 
story with some of the old time fishermen about fishing practices and beliefs.  Her 
quest for finding out more information about the Hawaiian lunar calendar came through 
her chance meeting with one of these fishermen.  That day she asked him why he 
wasn’t out at sea and his reply was, “…not on ‘Ole days.”  Aunty Bobbee inquired as to 
what he meant and he simply said, “We don’t go fishing on ‘Ole days.”  She asked, 
“Why not?”  The old fishermen said, “I don’t know why.  That’s just how it’s always 
been.  We just don’t go out on the ‘Ole days.”   

This short conversation between the old timer and Aunty 
Bobbee piqued her interest about the practices associated 
with the Hawaiian lunar calendar and she started to 
research and collect everything she could find.  She 
collected information from Hawaiian scholars such as 
Malo, Kamakau, Kepelino, Taylor and Pukui, as well as 
from Fornander, Thrum, Tinker, Titcomb, Hosaka and 
Handy, Handy & Pukui.  She collected all the information 
about the Hawaiian lunar months and the thirty lunar 
phases.  After compiling and committing by hand all of the 
information on paper, she created the placement and 

structure of the lunar calendar, which evolved into the beautiful four color poster-type 
layout we see today. 

Aunty Bobbee printed the first batch of calendars and sold them to friends and family 
members during the Christmas season for a few years.  “I never really made a lot of 
money doing it,” she says.  In 1964, her husband George was elected President of the 
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs which deepened their involvement in the civic 
club movement. 

Sometime later Aunty Bobbee offered her calendar to Prince Kühiö Hawaiian Civic 
Club with the stipulation that the funds generated from the sales would go toward 
scholarship and educational support for early child development and elementary 
school-age children in Hawai‘i.  Aunty Bobbee donated her services to PKHCC for 
more than thirty years and passed the torch on to the next Hawaiian lunar scholars. 

          Kanileo ‘O Kalaniana‘ole           
Resounding voice from the Heaven of Boundless Limits 
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